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USF – Student Papers Night

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

   
This annual event provides an opportunity for members, students and guests to get a glimpse of capstone design project work at USF. The meeting also facilitates invaluable networking between engineering students and mechanical engineers in the community.

Small Footprint Wheelchair: James Pope, Lucas Altic, Otoniel Nunez, Timothy Carson

Many of the current powered wheelchairs on the market are cumbersome, limiting the accessibility of many areas to the user. The SegwayTM human transport vehicle has a comparatively small footprint, and is self balancing, making it practical to be adapted for handicap use. With the addition of many features common to a standard powered wheelchair, the SegwayTM could offer the same conveniences while allowing the user into tighter spaces. 

Mobility Chair Lap Tray: David Abbate

A simple addition to any mobility chair, strap it on the armrest and you are ready to go. Using a unique ball and clamping socket joint, a wide range of movement and versatility is attained to position the lap tray in almost any position with one hand for maximum function and convenience. Lock it down for a stable work/eat/read/write platform or just fold it down to the side at a maximum additional width of two inches.

Sea-Lock: Richard Ellis, Christopher Morrissey 

Fishing and boating are outdoor sports enjoyed by all. For handicapped persons in wheelchairs, boats can be a dangerous place with little to secure them. The Sea Lock provides a safe and effective system to lockdown different wheelchairs on a boat. The device has been developed to provide vertical and horizontal restraint and incorporates a quick and reliable release mechanism. 

Date:

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Location: 
Club Tampa Palms, 16402 Tampa Palms Blvd., Tampa, FL 33647. 

From I-75: Take Bruce B Downs Blvd (exit 270) South 0.8 mile, turn right onto Tampa Palms Blvd. Club Tampa Palms will be 1.2 miles on your right.

From I-275: Take Bearss Ave (exit 53) East 2 miles, turn left onto Bruce B Downs Blvd, travel 2.1 miles, turn left onto Tampa Palms Blvd.  Club Tampa Palms will be 1.1 miles on your left. 

Time:

5:30-6:30 pm Social, 6:30-7:30 pm Dinner, 7:30 pm Presentations

Menu:  
Barbecued (beef, chicken and veggie kabobs), Greek potato salad, vegetables with dip, rolls, iced tea and soda.

Price:

Members and Guests $15.00, Student Members $10.00

Reservations and cancellations are required by noon on Monday, March 22, 2004. Reservations may now be made online at www.weiquality.com/asme . For those who do not have Internet access, please call Helen Prince at 727-734-5546. All checks should be made payable to ASME-FWCS and mailed to Helen Prince, 1515 Ruth Road, Dunedin, FL 34698-4416. Please make your reservation before sending your check. If you make a reservation and do not cancel by noon March 22nd, you will be billed.

RECAP OF CELEBRATE ENGINEERING BANQUET

     On Friday, February 13th, the ASME FWCS and 5 other participating local engineering societies celebrated the prestigious 4th annual Celebrate Engineering Banquet, in honor of National Engineers Week.  Many society members, teachers and students were recognized with awards for their achievements. 320 members and guests attended one of the most outstanding engineering events ever held in the Tampa Bay area, at the elegant A La Carte Pavilion in Tampa.

Keynote Speaker Dr. Robin Murphy, USF Professor, provided a dynamic and enlightening talk and live demonstration of the use of small robots for search and rescue operations, with discussion and actual video clips of use of these robots for the rescue mission during 9/11 in New York.  What a wonderful example of the contribution of engineering technology to our society!

Dick Crippen, famous local sports broadcaster and current spokesman for the Devil Rays Foundation, entertained us throughout the evening as the Master of Ceremonies.  Did you know that his son is an engineer!  Local musicians serenaded us with eloquent and soothing harp and flute sonatas throughout the reception and dinner.  Caricaturists were present to draw and capture our worst possible features highlighted on paper!

The most important and real highlight of the evening was recognition of our Heroes in engineering – members, students and local teachers who have made such a significant contribution to the engineering profession and engineering education.  Here are the ASME Award Recipients!

ASME FWCS Engineer of the Year - Dr. Ronald L. Mann
After retiring from an illustrious industrial career with General Electric, Dr. Ronald L. Mann began a second career teaching mechanical engineering courses at the Syracuse University.    Dr. Mann received his Masters Degree (1968) and Ph.D. (1978) in Mechanical Engineering from Syracuse University and has been an active member of ASME for over 20 years. -  As a student, Dr. Mann excelled academically earning membership in Tau Beta Pi, Sigma XI, and Pi Tau Sigma honor societies.  He began his engineering career as a design engineer for GE in Syracuse, N.Y. while continuing his work toward advanced degrees.   While at GE, Dr. Mann authored numerous technical papers, taught company technical courses, consulted, and was recognized with a patent (co-authored by a future ASME President, Nancy Fitzroy).  After retiring from GE, Dr. Mann relocated to the Tampa Bay area and became an Adjunct Professor in the Mechanical Engineering department at USF in 1996.  For the past several years he has also served as Faculty Advisor to the USF ASME Student Section.  Under his guidance the USF ASME Student Section has grown in size and prominence as an outstanding group of student engineers in the Southeast Region of the U.S., winning numerous Regional Awards and having several students compete for National Awards.  Dr. Mann is well respected by his peers and students in the Mechanical Engineering field not only for his technical excellence and devotion to the engineering profession but also for his leadership and motivational skills.  Dr. Mann’s technical excellence and volunteer service has often been recognized by ASME, having received the “Distinguished Service Award” and the “Jack Shortall Award” for Outstanding Faculty Advisor in the Southeast Region of the U.S. - Throughout his career, not only has Dr. Mann excelled in his profession but he has also devoted countless hours in service to various community and neighborhood activity groups of which he was a member and a volunteer.  In recognition of his contributions to the engineering profession, the University of South Florida, and our community, the Florida West Coast Section of ASME is proud to honor Dr. Ronald L. Mann as their “Engineer of the Year”.  

ASME FWCS Student Engineer of the Year - Mr. Dennis Watkins 

Mr. Dennis Watkins is a senior in Mechanical Engineering at the University of South Florida. Dennis is a member of the USF Student Section of ASME and is presently serving as “Activities Chairman”. Dennis has demonstrated extraordinary organization, and leadership skill in planning, promoting and motivating students to participate in a variety of programs. Dennis has planned and participated in ten tours since last summer. High on his list for engineering student involvement is community service. Dennis has organized work teams to support Habitat for Humanity projects in the Tampa Bay area. He setup and attended the food drive contest “Charit-a –Bull” during homecoming week and participated in the “American Heart Walk”. The FWCS is proud to honor Dennis Watkins as “ASME USF Mechanical Engineering Student of the Year”.

Chairman’s Message

Enclosed in this month’s newsletter, you will find a ballot for the 2004-2005 Florida West Coast Section officers.  Please take a few moments to complete the ballot and return it to Clarence Prince.  Please also take the liberty to contact the current or new officers about opportunities on the many projects that Florida West Coast Section pursues each year.  We are always looking for more members to get involved in the local section.


 We are also looking for delegates to represent our section at the Regional Administrative Conference to be held April 3rd and 4th in Mobile Alabama.  If you are interested in representing our section at the Mobile conference, Please contact myself, or any of the current section officers at your earliest convenience for more information.

Carl Riddlemoser, Chairman, ASME FWCS, (813) 889-8960, ext. 245

________________________________________________________________________________________________

	-MEMBER INTEREST CORNER-

Navy Destroyer Tour

The USS Carney, a state-of–the-art Navy Destroyer will be in Tampa from March 2nd to 5th.  Pete Grotsky will be setting up tours for ASME members and ASME students.  If you’re interested, contact him at (727) 204-8798.

Business Tips from Aimee Taylor:

Online Skills Assessment and Local/Online Training Resources for 

Small Engineering Businesses

By: Aimee Taylor, Membership Development

Whether you are an individual engineer or a small engineering business without human resources support or a training department, you will find the links below useful for assessing new employee skills, self-training or employee training. Most of the tools at the links are low cost, local, or free! The topics covered below include Project Management, MS Word, graphics file types, graphics software training, and a wide variety of other engineering subjects.

Free

Free Online CAD Skills Assessment (60 questions in AutoCAD) - http://www.progressprint.com/

Automation Systems Engineer Training Assessments - http://domino.automation.rockwell.com/applications/gs/region/GTSWebST.nsf/pages/pretest

Board-Approved Continuing Education Provider for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors (Be sure to check with your state for acceptance of course PDHs) – Free Subject Studying - http://www.pdhcenter.com/

Free Online Training Assessments - http://www.newhorizons.com/retail/English/learningOptions/ILM.asp

Free Online Self Assessments from ASME - http://elearn.asme.org/courses/courselist.htm

ASME Professional Practice Curriculum - http://www.professionalpractice.asme.org/ AND ALSO VISIT http://www.asme.org/education/prodev/index.htm 

MS WORD - http://word.mvps.org/ AND http://www.mousetrax.com/index2.html

Digital Image File Types Explained - http://www.wfu.edu/~matthews/misc/graphics/formats/formats.html 

Local or Low Cost

CAD Training & Leasing - http://www.3degree.net/newsite/

AutoCAD Assessment - http://autodesk.certification.net/it/ - Partner Services Exams were developed for the partner channel to measure competency levels. Hiring managers have found these exams to be a beneficial tool for testing the level of competency of prospective employees.

St. Petersburg College – Corporate Training Center - http://www.spcollege.edu/icot/

Graduate Certificates from USF - http://www.outreach.usf.edu/gradcerts/certificates.asp

Free Technology Training (free if you are a student) from USF - http://www.acomp.usf.edu/training.html

Low Cost Software Training from CompUSA - http://www.compusa.com/training/default.asp

Continuing Education from USF - http://www.outreach.usf.edu/conted/

Other

The National Occupational Competency Testing Institute

http://www.nocti.org/i_assess_industrial_index.asp




	Seminar Schedule 2004

HUDSON PUMP & EQUIPMENT ASSOCIATES, LLC. IS PROUD TO OFFER BASIC TRAINING ON PUMPS
WHERE: HUDSON PUMP & EQUIPMENT, 3524 CRAFTSMAN BLVD., LAKELAND, FLORIDA 33803
Thursday March 25 – 

Basic Centrifugal

Thursday April 29 – 

 John Crane

Thursday May 20 – 

Wilden Pump

Thursday June 24-

NASH Vacuum

NO CHARGE MUST RSVP - TO REGISTER CALL 800-780-7867 OR FILL OUT OUR ONLINE FORM. 



	We thank these sponsors for supporting engineering educational activities with

High School and University of South Florida Students:

	


	    REMEMBER! Keep your address information up-to-date!

	[image: image2.wmf]
	Did you know that newsletters with incorrect addresses cause delays, cost extra postage for your Section, and extra work for volunteers, who must correct addresses and re-mail newsletters? To update your contact information please call Helen Prince at 727-734-5546.


Local Section Officer Ballot

Florida West Coast Section

American Society of Mechanical Engineers

Chair:

Carl E. Riddlemoser      
______
ATC Associates

Past positions held: Chair, Vice Chair, Programs, and Professional Development

Write in
__________________________




Vice Chair

Paul Stevenson

_______
McCormick Stevenson Corp

Past positions held: Programs, Member Interest, and Student Design Contest

Write in
___________________________

Vice Chair – Programs

Shane McGoldrick

_______
McCormick Stevenson Corp

Past positions held: USF Student Chair, various position USF Student Section

Write in
____________________________

Secretary

Peter Grotsky


_______
John J McMullen Associates

Past positions held:  Student Design Contest Chair, Positions with other ASME Sections

Write in
____________________________

Treasurer

Robert Andrew

_______
Hudson Pump & Equipment LLC

Past positions held: Chair, Vice Chair, Programs, Treasurer, Professional Development, 

Write in
____________________________

Please mail your completed ballot to:

Clarence Prince, PE

1515 Ruth Road

Dunedin, FL 34698

	Please note that the April Newsletter Deadline is:

Monday, March 8, 2004

If you would like to submit a newsletter item to be published in our March newsletter, please call John

Chevalier at (727) 781-2682 or e-mail at ChevalierEngCon@aol.com by March 8, 2004. We would love to insert your story, event, job opportunity, or job wanted item in the newsletter.




	FLORIDA WEST COAST SECTION OFFICERS FOR 2003-2004

	CHAIR
	VICE CHAIR
	VICE CHAIR – PROGRAMS
	TREASURER
	SECRETARY

	Carl Riddlemoser

ATC Assoc., Inc.

5801 Benjamin CTR Dr.
Suite 101, Tampa 33634

(813) 889-8960 ext. 245
	Stephen Elting

ABC Packaging Co.

811 Live Oak Dr.

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689-4199

(813) 966-3667
	Paul D. Stevenson

McCormick Stevenson Corp.

435 Causeway Blvd.

Dunedin, FL 34698 

(727) 735-9633
	Robert W. Andrew

Hudson Pump & Equipment

3524 Craftsman Blvd.

Lakeland, FL 33803

(863) 665-7867
	Robert F.

Visbisky, P.E. Retired

(813) 968-9382

	FLORIDA WEST COAST SECTION EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2003-2004

	William P. Adkins, PE

(727) 539-4702
	Al Kurzenhauser

(813) 251-6403
	John Mulvihill

(813) 749-1134
	Aimee Taylor

(727) 669-3780
	Dr. Shuh-Jing “Ben” Ying, PE  (813) 286-1904

	Noel McCormick

(727) 735-9633
	Dr. Ronald L. Mann

(727) 938-1645
	Helen Prince

(727) 734-5546
	Bill Tarver

(727) 539-4307
	

	Adam D. Mainzer

(813) 221-1222
	Dr. R. Gerry Miller, PE

(727) 397-6807
	Clarence Prince, PE

(727) 734-5546
	Chester J. Ugan

(727) 527-8191
	

	Richard O. Fraze

(727) 522-6759
	Tim Hunt, PE

(727) 734-0026
	John R. Chevalier, PE

(727) 781-2682
	Neville G.P. Brass

(727) 397-2737
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